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XII. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BIOGRAPHY OF 
'ABD AL-KADIR OF JILAN. 

By D. S. MARGOLIOUTH. 

rpO the life and doctrines of the famous founder of the 
Kadiri Order 1 a certain amount of attention has already 
been devoted in Europe, yet scarcely sufficient to render 
further investigation of the subject unnecessary. The 
following books, of which some are not easily accessible, 
treat either of the saint himself or of his Order : — 

E. de JSTeveu : Les Khouan. Ordres religieux chez les Muaulmans 
de V Algerie 2 e edition. Paris, 1846 (the author's name is 
not on the title-page, but at the end of the dedication). 

E. le Chatelier : Confreries Musulmanes dans V Hejaz. Paris, 1882. 

L. Riim : Marabouts et Khouan. Algiers. 1884. 

Depont et Coppolani : Confreries religieuses Musulmanes. 
Algiers, 1897. 

Carra de Vaux : Gazali. Paris, 1902. 

Of these authors the last has based his statements on 
the life of 'Abd al-Kadir called Kala'id al-Jcncdhir, by 
Muhammad Ibn Yahya al-Tadifi (^i->Ul), composed about 
980* a.h., printed at Cairo, 1303. The third and fourth 
depend largely on the second, who had at his disposal 
a number of works, among them a life of A.K. called Tafrij 
al-khatir ft manakib nayyidt 'Abd al-Kadir al-Jl/dm, trans- 
lated from Persian by Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir al-Kadirl Ibn 
Muhyi'1-dln, printed at Cairo, 1300, as well as other books 
and MSS. which are not generally accessible. In 1903 
a brief life of the saint in Arabic, ascribed to Ibn Hajar 
al-'Askalanl (ob. 852), was published by E. D. Ross ; it bears 

1 Odled here A.K. for brevity. F.M. stands for Ibn 'Arabfs" Futuhut 
Makkiyyah. 
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the name Ghibtat al-nazir ft tarjamat a /-shaikh ' Ahd r//-^ 
In the same year Mr. T. H. Weir published in this J,',,,,.^ 
a translation of part of the Natljat al-tnhhih t win,.], ;|] ' 
deals with the saint's life (see J.R.A.S., 1903, pp. 155-leej 
A list of other works in Arabic is given by Ahlwardt j„ 
his monumental catalogue. Some of the biographies Were 
composed by disciples of the saint, as by the Kildi Abu'l- 
Kasim Ibn Dirbas and his son ; Abu Muhammad <Ab<3 al- 
Kadir Ibn 'Uthman Ibn Abi'l-Barakat al-Tamlml al-Bardauj • 
Abu Mansiir 'Abdallah Ibn Muhammad al-Baghdadl ; Abu'l- 
Faraj 'Abd al-Muhsin or Husain Ibn Muhammad al-Basri- 
and Abii Bakr 'Abdallah Ibn Nasr Ibn Hamzah al-Tamimi 
al-Bakrl al-SiddTkl al-Baghdadl, whose work, called Anwar 
al-nazir, is probably in existence. 

By far the most elaborate work on the subject is the 
Bahjat al-asrdr wa-ma e dm al-anwdr fl ba'd mandkib al-Kvtb 
al-rabbanl sayyidi A.K. by Nur al-dln Abu'l- Hasan 'All 
Ibn Yiisuf al-Lakhmi al-ShattanaufT, a teacher in al-Azhar, 
whose life lasted 644-713. This person was separated by 
eighty-three years from 'Abd al-Kadir ; his statements. 
therefore, are derived at second or third hand from eve- 
witnesses, and few writers give more precise details of time 
and place. Yet the stories which his book contains are so 
wild that either he or some of his authorities must have 
deliberately deceived their contemporaries or themselves 
been the victims of hallucinations. The copy before me is 
that printed in Cairo, 1304 ; there is also a North Ate"' 
edition, which I have not been able to procure. 
The plan of the Bahjah is as follows : — 

1. Evidence showing that <Abd al-Kadir declared before a ^ 

audience that his "foot was on the neck of every saint of God 
The date of this remarkable, saying is given on p. 12 ^ " 
nine years after the Shaikh's death ; apparently, however, *■ 
number is corrupt; on p. 18 it is given as 559 on j 
authority of a man who flew through the air to hear it. 

2. Incidents from the life of the Shaikh mixed up with ex*jj 

from his sermons. The following dates occur chiefly * 

chapter: — 
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499, middle of Kha-ban (,, .3). The Shaikh join, a party 
who with Hammad al-Dabbas are going across the water to 
the Mosque of Rusarah for Friday's service. Hammad pushes 
the Shaikh into the water. The latter saves his MSS but 
suffers severely from the cold. (Sha'ban of this year fell 
between April and May: it should not therefore have been 
so cold at the time.) 

508 (p. 1 15). Birth of his eldest son, <Abd al-llahraan. 

509 (p. 56). The Shaikh's first pilgrimage from Baghdad. 
At the tower called Umm al-Kurun he meets 'Ad! Ibn Musafir, 
and they travel together to Meccah, where an Abyssinian 
maid joins them. 'Adi Ibn Musafir, whom, I.Kh. thinks 
worthy of a notice, died 557 or 559 at a great age. This storv 
may therefore have a foundation of truth. 

521, Tuesday, 16 Shawwal. A.K. saw the Prophet (p. 25). 
The week-day is right according to "Wiistenfeld's tables. The 
Prophet insisted on the Shaikh's coming forward as preacher. 
In the form of the story told by Dhahabi it is the ascetic 
Yusuf al-Hamadhani who gives A.K. this advice. The same 
year (p. 29) the merchant Abu'l-Muzaffar al-Hasan Ibn 
Najin Ibn Ahmad of Baghdad comes to Hammad al-Dabbas, 
and is warned by him that if he start he will be killed and 
his goods robbed. A.K. then promises him that he will get 
safely to Damascus. Hammad afterwards meets this merchant 
in the Suk al- Sultan of Baghdad, and tells him that his success 
is the result of 17 prayers of A.K. 

522, Sha'ban (p. 114). Birth of A.K.'s son 'Abd al- 
Wahhab. 

526. A.K. and his pupils take part in building the wall of 
Baghdad. A.K. heads the people of the Azaj Gate Quarter. 
Kala'id (p. 19). 

528, Dhu'l-Ka'dah (p. 115). Birth of his son 'Abd al- 
Razzak. 

529, Dhu'l-Hijjah 27 (p. 53). Wednesday (according to 
Wiistenfeld should be Thursday). The Shaikh visited the 
grave of Hammad al-Dabbas in the Shunlzi cemetery, whom 
he found with royal robes and crown in his grave, but unable 
to move his right hand, which had given A.K. the blow 
mentioned above, thirty years before. By A.K.'s mediation 
the hand was restored. 

529 (p. 94). The Shaikh's class attended by Abu'l-Hasan 
Sa'd al-Khair Ibn Muhammad Ibn Sahl Ibn Sa'd al-Ansari 
al-Andalusi (ob. 541 ; see J.Kh., de Slane, i, 661). Ine 
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Shaikh spoke on any subject to which the thoughts of «.. 
hearer were directed. 

537 (p. 81). The daughter of Abu Sa'd 'Ab,l a u ah rt 
Ahmad Ibn 'All Ibn Muhammad al-Baghdadi al-Azau 
snatched away by the Jinn. A.K. compelled then/ 
restore her. 

539 (p. 115) : RabP i, end. Birth of his son Musa. 

543 (p. 58). Friday, 5 Kejeb (the week-day i s ^ 
\ according to Wiistenfeld). The Shaikh was visited by Bu- 
lbil Battfi, a saint scarcely inferior in reputation to A.K. 

546 (p. 50). Visit of the same with several other fa mou 
saints. A servant who refused to eat at A.K.'s order ^-as 
struck down dead, and afterwards restored to lite at the saints' 
request. 

548 (p. 81). Abu'l-KhalU Ahmad Ibn As'ad Ibn "\Yahb 
Ibn 'All al-Mukri al-Baghdadi heard a sermon on the officu of 
Kutb delivered by the Shaikh. 

549 (p. 62). The Shaikh, being invited to a meal by Abu 
Ghalib Fadl-allah Ibn Isina'il al-Baghdadi, cures a son of his 
host who was deformed and blind. 

550 (p. 49). The saint 'All Ibn Idrls al-bVkubl was 
brought to A.K. and given by him a garment. Birth of 
A.K.'s son Yahya. 

552 (p. 72): Saturday night, 9 Rabi' ii (week-day wrong 
according to "Wiistenfeld). Vision of a mysterious person 
flying through the air. 

553 (p. 58). The Shaikh recites some verses to Abu'l- 
Kasim 'TJmar Ibn Mas'ud al-Bazzar and Abu'l-Hasan 'AIT 
al-Mukri. 

(p. 25). The Shaikh recounts the vision of the Prophet 
seen in 521 to his sons and al-Bazzar. 

555 (p. 67): Sunday, 3 Safar (according to Wiistenfeld 
should be Saturday). The Shaikh by throwing a wooden 
rescues a caravan from robbers at a distance of 23 days 
journey. 

556 (p. 76) : Friday, 15 Jumada ii (week-day wrong according 
to Wiistenfeld). Al-Bazzar went to the Mosque with A.?- 

(p. 49). Al-Ba'kCibi brought for the second time to A.K. 

558 (p. .98). A.K. sent a servant to buy material at a dtt* 
a yard of the draper Abu 1-Fadl Ahmad Ibn al-KaeuD 
'Abdan al-Kurashl. 

559 (p. 18). Visit of mysterious persons flying thlW 
;ur at night to sec tin' Shaikh. 
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(p. 66). A.K. recounted his pilgrimage to Abu'l M #-, i • 

(p 63). In the presence of Abu Sa'd al-KailawT AR 
healed a cripple and crippled a sound child • ' 

(p. 73). Mnbarrum • A.K. warns his audience i„ time that 
the roof is about to fall. c " ldX - 

560 (p. 77). AbO -AM al-Malit ffl^ , lwires ^ 
a miracle in A.K'b stick. 

(p. 79) A.K. performs a miracle in the presence of Abu'l 
Hasan 'Ah Ibn Ahmad Ibn Wahb al-Azaji 

561 (pp. 101. etc.). Visit of Mmvatfak al-din and <Abd 
al-Oham. Ihej remaiu with A.K. 50 days till his death in 
Kabl' ii. 

These seem to be all the dated incidents found only in the 
Bahjah and the Kala'id ; for greater security in many cases- 
the dates on which the successive narrators heard them are 
all recorded. 

3. Praises of his companions. 

4. Account of his virtues. 

5. Account of his teachers and pupils. 

6. Collection of traditions taught by A.K. with their isnads. 

7. Account of various saints who all honourably mentioned A.K. 

The Persian treatise cited, p. 297, note 4, mentions a 
takmiluh, or supplement to the Bahjah, which is not (it 
would seem) accessible. 

The life compiled by Dhahabl l (ob. 748) contains some 
of the matter printed in the Bahjah, and was evidently 
employed by the author of the Ghibtah ; it seemed to 
deserve rescuing from obscurity on account of the excellence 
of the sources which it in general employs. These in the 
niam are contemporary, and can be studied side by side 
with A.K.'s writings— his sermons called al-Fath n.'-Unbbanl 
or (ungrammatically) sittln ma/a/is, his discourses called Futuh 
cU-ghaib, and his ethico-legal manual called al-Ghuny&h. 
From these sources we can form a correct idea of the man 
tfhose name has with some Moslem communities displaced 
that of their Prophet. 

1 MS. Bodl. Laud. 304, toll. 241-244. 
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And the picture that results is that of a powerful pread 
whose personality rather than the import of his utte 
was capable of stirring- congregations to enthusiasm, i 
widow of a revivalist who in his time i>ossesso(l 
siime power informed me that her husband seemed to fj 
some force radiating from the tips of his fingers wl,< „ 
preached — and this was how he accounted for the fact tl 
he could rouse vast congregations, to whom he spoke throng 
an interpreter in a foreign language. A story told by on 
of A.K.'s sons illustrates the same phenomenon, i.e. that of 
the .effect being produced by the personality rather than th 
words of the preacher. His son 'Abd al-Wahhab (Bahiah 
p. 97) travelled and studied at different centres of learning 
and on his return desired to occupy his father's puh,jf 
Leave was granted, but he failed to stir the audience. Then 
A.K. rose, and told a story about an egg which his wife 
had put in a plate, when the cat knocked it off the table 
and broke it. The story was not finished before it w# 
evident that the audience was enthralled. 

Not much more mysterious than this power is that ascribed 
to him of being able to read or divine the thoughts of his 
audience, of which some fairly credible tales are told by 
Dhahabi, whereas in the Bahiah we find it exaggerated 
indeed it is m one case below) into the miraculous. 

In the Bahjah (written about a century after A.K/s 
death) these powers are so developed that A.K. appears as 
a wonder-worker of the first rank. Some of his miracles bear 
a curious likeness to the matter recorded in the spiritualistic 
journals. At his meetings the shaikh flies in the air, and 
is contracted or elongated. He even holds 'materialization' 
seances, at which the Prophet and first four Caliphs appe 
on the pulpit steps. He can hypnotize a man till he fancier 
he is in a place which he had never seen and is not to * 
till some days afterwards (Kala'id, p. 46). Other sain** 
living at a distance, by drawing magic circles can hear A.l> 
discoursing at Baghdad ; and when their notes are comp^ 
With those taken in A.K.'s lecture-room at the time, *■ 
are found to correspond exactly. Perhaps this is why ' 
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sermons are so accurately dated. A disciple one dav 1 
collecting the caps which the audience had thrown off *** 
imitation of the shaikh, found an 'wabah, or bonnet wh" h 
was ownerless; the shaikh identified it as belonging to hi 
sister wlio had been listening many miles away. ' Th 
commonplace miracles of healing the sick and raising the 
dead of course occur also ; he has complete control over the 
Jinn; he can gratify any wish that is expressed to him- 
and is one of four saints who after death can act and move 
like the living (t/atasarrafuna tosarmf al-alnja). "We should 
be surprised at such a legend growing up in so' short a time 
at such a centre of knowledge as Baghdad, did not Ibn 
'Arab! in the generation after A.K. record similar miracles 
that he had either seen or himself produced. 

The good contemporary evidence enables us in A.K.'s case 
to check these stories. Persons who had actually resided 
in his school and read with him, being asked whether they 
had seen anything of the sort, confessed that they had not. 
Indeed, it is evident that his reputation had fallen somewhat 
before the end of his life, since two disciples who were with 
him at the end declared that they were his only pupils. 
Abu'l - Faraj Ibn al - JauzT, who succeeded him as chief 
preacher in Baghdad, makes no suggestion of miracles. 

The French writers whose works are enumerated at the 
head of this article deal more with the Kadirls than with 
their founder. Dhahabl's biography is characterized by the 
want of method which is to be found in most Moslem works 
of the kind. Still, an edition of it with translation and 
commentary seemed to me to be a step towards an account 
of the shaikh in advance of any that has yet been made. 

Beyond, however, the personal importance of A.K., there 
is the interest attaching to the class which he represents : 
the persons who endeavoured to do for Baghdad what in 
modern cities is undertaken by such agencies as the City 
Mission or the Salvation Army. I21 a saying recorded 
'-low, the genuineness of which need not be disputed, he 
professes to have made large numbers of converts among 
the criminal classes in the great city of the Caliphs; and, 
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like some modern agencies for moral reform, he ofr, 
temporal relief as well as spiritual counsel. Money V' ( 
sent to him for distribution among the poor, as it mio} )t , 
sent to the head of a mission in these days ; and his theory 
was that alms should be given equally to the deserving ^ 
the undeserving (Bahjah, p. 104). A story told by a m an 
who had seen A.K. — 'Umar al-Suhrawardl, in his 'A W y rif 
al-Ma'ilrif, margin of the Ihya, Cairo, 1306, ii, 53— shows 
us the saint combining his faculty of second sight with ),i 
office of almoner. He sent, Suhrawardl tells us, to a man 
with whom some gold and some food had been deposited bv 
.an absentee, requesting that a portion of both be given him. 
The man at first refused to tamper with a deposit, but 
presently yielded out of respect for A.K. ; and soon a letter 
arrived from the absentee authorizing the act. Nevertheless, 
this distribution of alms was doubtless only a subordinate 
part of the saint's activity, occasioned by the fact that he 
had to make some temporary provision for persons whom 
he was rescuing from dishonest courses. The conversions, 
about the permanence of which we have no evidence to guide 
us, were the result of the magnetic personality which has 
been described. 

On the other hand, it is evident that A.K. had no 
sympathy with that mode of reformation that consists in the 
encouragement of research and the spread of education. 
Stories told below illustrate his objection to works dealing 
with kalam, i.e. metaphysical theology and philosophy. The 
Bahjah adds a miracle, to the best of my belief unparalleled 
in hagiologies, illustrating the saint's aversion to these 
books. One of his pupils brought to his lecture-room a book 
containing some philosophical matter, and by a fiat A.& 
transformed it into a wholly different book, "The Yii ; 
of the Koran," by Muhammad Ibn al-Darls (p- 4> 
According to the same biography he repeatedly caused th 
who had studied such subjects to forget entirely what tb| 
had learned. We find him denouncing from the $*& 
a Kadi whose wickedness apparently consisted in 
possession of the works of Arabic philosophers. &* 
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<Abd al-Wahhab applied the term kafir or unbeliever to 1 " 
son for the possession of similar literature, and his book' 
were publicly burned. Though A.K. numbered some eminent 
grammarians among his disciples, he appears, at any rate 
towards the end of his life, to have conceived contempt for 
grammatical finesse. 

The substitute, then, for every other mode of reformation 
was to be the excitement of religious emotion. When the 
man capable of producing this was no more, his successors 
had to find some artificial method to serve as a substitute 
for his eloquence, and his son introduced music ^ and dancino- 
into the religious services of the order (Depont et Coppolanf, 
p. 298). Into the history of its propagation, which has been 
ably told by others, we shall not enter in this article. 



DHAHABI'S LIFE OP <ABD AL-KADIR. 
JUi *vx: M ^ J* ^_j ^J.b ^ J J\ <U*J J ^ 

g*\ ** AW ^ ^ ^\ ^ J^ ^ ^J\ ^ ^1 

*** ^ *^ ^, i*V»fj ,_i^ ^ ^Jll ^l, use** ^ 



Jk*^; 
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aIJI a*- ^- : - ^-^ J*y& j^-^^3 ^-*-^ ^ LiW|, ol 

UH J^^J L^ LL ^ n ^" J ^ ^ ***** >jij*>^3 ^WUl 

^ T _, _iJ*W A., uJLt ^ 5l-i, ^T JUJltj ^^ ^ 

**-U. ^ ^jN £_~* £~j> *J~* "—-h ^ l V f^l u^j «UU 
A^.*:"* jjl L«\ i — Ci-VJ a^aJ\ w\ r £ ^J <jJLs=M A-^ A^sr* .j| \j ^ 

^^jUH A-.C ^.aH s5 -- s -" # j*^--^ ^^ ^--^ 1" 4Jw,£.|j5 J 

^yo u \ J\i j^u*^ ^ «dl\^£ tir c 4-jl ^, £ c\ : ;j ^ cT* 5 ^ "M 

^wl_i U^-^ ^^.ii -£j^ 3 \^*e ^J6\jy\ ^& ^wJJU^ U^j 
^.s Uy ^yl i^-- 2 *- jJ^aJ^ ^-^JZ>i jij A-S.~^ (J Ulx^ k_^wJ> 

ts ^ ^K \ ili *Aj J^c ^_^ J_Cl, J^ ^ ^U a^^U JU 

1 Either omit or read u-£>Sj^ . 
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*\ 9 9jf ±. »>^ uu ^ *^ [i ^ ^ r lJLi J u ^^\ 

«-& J^ i <S' A ^ Jl ' ^>J~* **J *r*J XT* J *-*S ^- J* 

* U1 Jk*?r ^ &" J^ ^ ***** ^ ^\*+~& ^y Jb . kJUJ 

^ v^j ^-^ *J \yj ^ <l~,aJ\ 4 £j^ »-r>W* cA-. j . tA 

*,bj 4 ^iy ^ J£ ^— v**i J J L " L v^ uli J ^ 
^L>li ^ J c^ liiy Uii U ^N l^a^j *U*1 ^ Afe, 

^dUM ju* J\ e^^ii _j^ l-A-j aLi^y a-,a* ^yj ^ ; ^j* * 

i^^ aJ js, jjbpu l^,^ *j^ ^1 ^^ u«wi i> r^ 

dtaucj^ A-i (^.Ur ^ ^UJI-j <L^ Jt >J\ L^SL-^j l^~*-*j 




^^ ^ . u5^^ ^ *Ub *ju u^\ ^ <5 US J ^ 5 liufc cr* 

1 Insert v« . 
J.k.a.s. 1907. 19 
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J-s^J WjJ ?r!/***^ Ky***** ^^^ **^ » ^ tJ~^ ^JJ W L*j J£ 

J^.c la_i'J\ <ulc tyb^ *j^-c ^V^ c->l.^ ^ ^^-^.^ ^ <U^ 

c_<Ji *-lc I^aj A^\ ^^ U, l->U£J\ J, LLv^ <_jl^ ^ jj,)\ 

j£\ ^oJt J^ ^ ^^ &*&*£ M^\ ^^}j ^ <^ ^£s? t \** 

jus ^J^\ u-W-"* ^ u>^-^ uT^" ^^ V-^-i cj^~ t 3 ^ 
4 utJjij LjIs-^Ij JU1\ «_iLJ^ oU^el UjUjuxI JU-i ^ 
u^AjJVi ^^ ^ U^ *>. u^aLj Social ^JJLi Jy^ jUli 

Cli ^ uJy\ ^Ur **■* r " Jy^ ^\,/j W b JVJj a^iJM 
■a-a^j L^ii . *L^r 2 ^iii ^ \Jt, L^-j J1 1>V* o^ 

1 MS - ^ J ■ 

* Read Si . 
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e^Ui ^Istylj **j ^ \/yLi jU-H ^ ^AJ\ _u- ^^ 

*-!> V* £*" ^ lii ^ ***■»>* U V tf* ^y ^ J 
^i j^i aj! J*! ^ij J L^LLi^ ajuJI ^__^ C\^\ ^ 

«"**- Jyv. *^' ^ ^i- 2, ^^**-j . uJojy *ui j^s j£ jug 

t-*^ Las^-i cjl**^ ( Jyb) ^J^LiJ^ a^ u-JJ^-Hj-fi .ijAN 
^1 J-^ r ^ Jli^N J.* ^^y, Jyb ^^Jl ^s\\ 
u \ J— -— Ji JUi to-oli ^,jUJ1 j. f£ j«fr&M ^^JUrfl ^ii ti e^Ui 

idb\ S JUi *^^ ^3^! U) <u^£ ^jUJI cX-.i ^.d! ^_^ ^V, Ja 

JjiH v_r^. ^— "~***M J^ — 3 aj ^ij^J *._! aL*,*.^ Ul£i j-jUo c; — jt 

_jj\ usji J Us. . ^Laeul^ J^x***!! a^< \*x*~> j^>\ ( £Jjj < £Jj 

^* Jyv. f^~*M cx^ ^j ^j jJ1j»£ ^>^J\ t^oc*-> (^y-J^-JI ls #***^ 

J^\ ^\ ^,^ .^^ ^ Ji .^ ^J| ^LJI *** 
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*&££ &*,.** J c^^ f-J ^~3l^J ^.c <U£.Jl <d)\ ^\ t or| • 
^ UJ «-*j>j JU *Xj>N J*\ u LJ ^ r Li ^ ^AJ|^ j^j, 

a~e £^ftJ! J J is JU *k=^ ^LJi ^Jl ^ ^ aIMju* Jj 
S->j J 4 iM^j U^Ul L^,^i ^^Lj Cjj ^i3 ^c-r 1 ^ i^l 

•■ -J ^ 

**L "=-*!; ^ u?^ ^ u ~-^ 'Ir 5 ^ ^^ <-j,j Ji ^^ 

i^-aJ Us JjUlj ^1 j^ ^ J^j ^j} J) i^, u^/ 

- - 

ci^^i. \I^— u^L^jJ ^5:^UJ1 ^ £ uia 



i 



^. <_£*-*-)! <y«M 



li 



1 Sometimes written ^-.^.J 1 . 
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Vj>* *VJ >^ S-A-4 J-^O J1 e^J, ^5 U , ^^ 

cr* ,/*• £*' u>' ***^ *-*i ft> ^ JW ^:£} j_ flj , 

JUi ^Ty «^J1 J< ^ J. ^j ^, ^ ^ _ J 
c^U ««M Jl ^aj cl^jLj ^ ^ Li ^ u ^ 

^ Li ^ £-** "^ *^ u ^ H iU u Wj y fiiu- 

«*-1 LiU ULi Ji^- j^ ^i.^ ^ U|j JUi ^ ^ 

^1 u-L, ajU ^U b dJl, Ju, a^,^, ^jj ^ uu 
&* ^ lsV o-*-' ^' ^ ^W.' "^ ^J* ^--*;. (jiiij ejAiJ 

aju ^jjV a-j la-ii t >yi r ..n i jui w k uu ^ l_c! U 

U *lllj ,.;U j L;u5 ^ ^.^ <_C\ JLi ejTU U. uJli 
t* 5 -" J JU JU ^«UJ| ^J, , ^ ^jjij^ j, l _^ < i^. 
^Ui Awl, ^ J^ «, ^^j u ^ yJ , ^^ y j jj U J 
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^b l/l^ ^^ ^^ J\^| ^> 5 ^l^U! Jl ^i^ 

juuSi ^ ji Li^.^ ^ ^i ^i.n *>a ^ _ 



er- ^ 



j 



W- &JJ*- j^ *■** ^*> ^^ *^} ^J\ jsu j jui 

J 13 ^jj £*)U *_j^ ^Ji cuA.^. l-C» ^LJJ ^l-i t ^,l Ju 

t^-^li Jlj^l ^ri^ <—£-!*> ^ jJ ^^ ^ J. cJCJj ijL! 

(J J^>* t/ J ^) •£** hA^^ cuy^[i ^J \MlL ^ j^}\ 

^0 £b-cli lI^x-oj ^^-.^-i *^-^Ul ^^ r lL? ^^ .jUJ! ^1-j 
i_5 j,_j\ d^—^j v^^--.A.* Uli &*-lac <uij rt^Ti 4 <-— »y^ *— H' 
^UjJl \jU^ U li. &3j£.\ Ai c-AJl c^ILI L^u>y All oil* 
/^Lc ci^V. 3 U^ ^^ ' ^ J t^ 5 ^ J ' *"*^J ' ^ ^ SXJ *^J* ** 

. J\ LL*. Uli j.J\ *jl& J, il*all , tf Jl **.* <uUJl i«-^ ei-*r/*- 

1 MS. ^ . 

2 MS. ^-ili . 

3 MS. ^^j£ . 
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*s_cu *a*j 1 «-CJ uL^ u. utfj £»J^j^i>^i ^1 

UA <di^ f Ci U <d^ *3^jj3 jj u^K l> ^ jls, J J U ^ijj 
Ulj l?lij ti Jj-j_. k^^kail aj\ J lib ^. 3^^3\ u- jLojj A.! Jlju 

ti y& J^-SJ *-■£ Ci-J LuJ */ *jJ \s\-ijl\ ,^-J! i^*mA* A_J sJ^X/f^g 

^Lc JJj\ jjSoJ ur!/^ ^" t^?^ J— *Tj ^-^ uf^-» ^-i C-iw 
J^ r K3-. ^/l! ^ Juc-1 r K'-J J ^<3 >^. 31 J^j-hBj 

^LM ^UuJ J ^ji i^x^w aJ^ Jisrj 4f^* L/*^ ^ 
1 In the KaLVid lli , omitting these words. 
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<LSU ^^-i-^ *JlA*Hj ^W^ ^ ^e ^ s-'^«UU^ 
fr 5 Si ^ u^^ ^-- ^- f*Li l=-^~* JLJi ^ L 

j\— SS&JA ^)\ JlSj l£*-l dJy ^.AXGyjj J oU IjU ^^Jj J 

j^ *** <j* *^\ <-^ t^ ^^ ^ ^^ i^M 

^L? L*U Jt >UN j^ -^M ^_dLi- ui-wjL^j us-w*«^ S'jL-*-^ 

1 Surah xciv, 5, 6. 

2 Kala'id, p. 38 ; MS. ^*k^ . 
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i^jj'sW i>*» i>^ J 15 -? **"■* 0^ ls^u *-^r" M=-> *«Wi 

e^,^ S : cXiij= c^JJ&c J^*-- ^ Wlxs k-^k. ^*^ ^J-s \ ci^^ 3 

L^U »jj cj^Ui ^^j **^l* J**" lT^ * J >^ J " Ujil 

r 3 ^ lS>\s dJ JU*-Sb« J* ^-> l — ^' L5" ! Jli ' ^ 

^ r iflu ju.^\ ^ ^o^j^h r^ */*-* ^' ^'° 

L.A ,*tH tJI ^ V5J. ^.^ JA ^^^ ^^^ -'• ^" 
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J..O ULs 4~Ls=* &£? C^-as>- ^ JLftjli < <JJsJ ^ 



s*. 



^j! 



j^iJli x« ^.J! cL^ ^^ij (J i-£-**-ft-s «U^,il *.!_. ^u^ 






5 u**sy 



^ L5V*L* ^-*j^ (^ l *^ US 3 ^~J> ^-^ W*\*j4\a1\ ^ infill 



^ <u!\ v_^i>JJ\ *_ij ^ 



X*-* l« cuLa , U_jj. t c.£ii liLL^ ^£*)\ J ,jLi 



IV 



^y^Li ^J\ ^<ij 



£>V^ c;-:' ^^ ^LxM *j! Jj> . * AJ1 ,_^ ^j; 



o' — ^ 



f l - : * Jj-*j j^-Sa-c l^^* *J ki ^ Ji , tf U ^ .J£. <uL< 
i> ^--U LbJI JU <u^J| r ., ii ^,^ ^ z.j*cJ*\l 
*>-\ J,i U. ^,UJU j r ,J1 r i^.. r l.A j\j^ jj»i ^iuw >jj 

eJ" y J*J±!..j r ^\ Jtz <jj[j ^j ^ i'Jl^JI ^m J SI jb 

S m r^' ] ^ ^& yfci*ii J, us. ^ui j* i*ifli J* 

(-CW l_„ o ^!im ^ ^L^| j^ ^ v ~~»n > J lJ 

^"^ ^ ^-r- ; ^S\ r . r , ^J^jUUI j^ j^iJl ^ b ' J U 
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e J>\ ^-J-=T. Ui~L*&4l ^l-S-M ^_£j\ \£\ j^Lsr* ojl 

,/tfjV. J L ' Js^ ^^ ^*^ ^ U " -^ ^- tr"^- ^W* 
e j.J\ JJ&.* J ^^ • • -V^ rf^' ^-r^ ^-3\. L«*Lsf" -*-** 

•- 

c^U. <G^ L/^ 3 *' ^ J"*^ ^- JA ^ ^l? ^ (* jz>li3 ' f^ ^ l -^ 
L=-.~aH A^J Jaill *JJ,~ <Ur *JJt , <*. ^AJ\ ^li uJi &•*■ ^ 

J^&JI 4..-.kA.^ ^-^ j; 3 i^aJl t ^r J^S f^ *i L ~'V 
*^ ^^0 As ^. ^H J L^. u As^\ 4 *>=^ l-^ ^ 

i*_ji_i-2sr J. i'j<^ ajV-0\.Ls tLl^jsM i_^. .y *' ' — ' — S3 »-"• 

CI i. 

k L^5o^ ,^ ^<:'W^ u^-^j (-^-uiJ e^ i-£ y* ^ iU 



1 Perhaps ,oj'» 



\.J. 
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Translation. 

'Abd al-Kadir, son of Abu Salih 'Abdallah, son of T 

Dost l ; some add a series of ancestors bringing him hit if 

line of al- Hasan son of 'All, as follows : son of Abu 'Abd' 11 v 

son of 'Abdallah, son of Yahya the ascetic, son of Muham ? 

son of Musa, son of 'Abdallah, son of Musa, son of 'Abdall 

the Pure, son of al- Hasan the Second, son of al-Hnsa™ 

• ' ■*■.-*• aisdn, son 

of 'All, son of Abu Talib ; the Shaikh Abu Muhammad al 
Jill, the Hanbalite, the ascetic, endowed with miraculo 
powers and stations, 2 head of the Hanbalites. 

He was born in Jllan 3 in the year 71, 4 and came to 

._ x The filiation varies considerably in the different authorities. The probability 
is that the father's name was Jangi Dost, with the Jenny ah Abu Salih : and that 
the names Musa and 'Abdallah which Ave find early in the series" are attempts at 
getting rid of the obviously foreign name Jangl'Dost, or explaining it away; 
That the Shaikh's own JcunyaJi was Abu Muhammad seems certain: Sha'rani 
therefore is mistaken in calling him Abu Salih. That he was a foreigner 3 
evident from some of the stories which will be told later on : as when the Shaikh 
refuses to preach in public, for fear of giving offence to the natives of Baghdad by 
his foreign Arabic. It is certain that there could have been no such cause for 
alarm in the case of a descendant of 'All. In the Bah j at al-asrar (p. 88) the 
pedigree is given on the authority of Abu Salih JNTasr, the Shaikh's grandson by 
his son 'Abd al-Razzak ; and writers on the genealogies of the 'Alids suppose 
that it was Abu Salih Nasr's invention. The fiction must be due to one of five 
persons, either the author of the Bah jab himself, his informant 'AH Ibn Ahmad 
al-HilalT al-Baghdadi, or the Shaikh, his son, or his grandson. 

It has been suggested that Sufic theorv required that the great Shaikh should 
descend from 'All ; and this view seems to be confirmed bv the endeavour which 
we find in the Fittuh al-gJiaib to make him an 'Alid on the mother's side also, 
she being traced to Husain. On the other hand, the tastes of orthodox Moslems 
were consulted by showing that the first two Caliphs were also among hia 
ancestors And to this too some chapters are devoted in the Futuh. 

±he list of the descendants of Hasan is quoted by Ibn al-Wardl, who comments 
on the names of all. 

2 A difficult Sufi term, which, however, is explained bv Kushairl, whose words 
?« r « *™s_ paraphrased by his super-commentator (ed.* Cairo, 1290, H, Mb 

" f- a * an i " an epithet applied to the devotee, and acquired by him througj 
f.hn* ?"' « at m Z&£* which can on, y be achieved by search practice : 
£Z\' -° g + e w- T- th . *]" assistance of divine gifts." Kushairl adds that i bJJ 
to Z; tha t;vhich he is occupied in training for, and that he cannot asp^ 
aJESt «" that m higher till he has exhausted the " rules of the fir* ;,, 
illustrations of stations ' the super- commentator gives 'content,' '**■*•* 
tj-oa, resignation.' ° 

¥hl 5n 6 count ^y south of the Caspian is meant. The NatTiah gives the named 
B^idadf i,S T l° r ?{?* u Rian > etc -' ^e mistaken in thiiking the village *» 

flrl JJ, AU doubt is P rev euted bv the testimony of Sam'am. 

Shaikh 'tW? t6lls U ! th ^ this y ea r was 'inferred from' the statement rf» 
^-TamTm\died Th£ T° ? a S hda * **«? he wa s 18, in the year iaj*& 
ob. JTumTda i 488 lam,mi wa s identified as Bizk allah Ibn 'Abd al-^ • ll " 
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Tammar, Abu Ghalib al-Bakillani, 2 Abu'l-Kasim Ibn Bayan 
1-Bazza'z, 3 Abu Muhammad Ja'far al-Sarraj, 4 Abu Sa'd Ibn 
Hashish, 5 ' Abu Talib Ibn Yusuf , 6 and others. Traditions 
were cited on his authority by Abu Sa'd al-Sam'anl, 7 'Umar 
Tbn 'AH al-Kurashl, 8 'Abd al-Kadir' s two sons 'Abd al- 
Razzak 9 and Musa, 10 the liafiz 'Abd al-Ghanl, 11 the Shaikh 

1 His name was Mubarak, and we shall hear of his school later on. Mukharrim 
a place in Baghdad, where the palace of the Buyids was situated : see 

iTstrau^e Baghdad, Index. In several texts it is corrupted to Makhzuml. It 
seems clear 'that this person must have died in or before 528. 

2 F r om the Bahjah we learn that this person's full name was Muhammad 
Tbn al Hasan Ibn Ahmad Ibn al-Hasan. Possibly he was a descendant of the 
famous Kadi Abu Bakr Muhammad, of whom a life is given by I. Kb i, 609; 
for this person dviug in 403, left a son, al-Hasan, who might have been the 
oreat-o-randfatherof Abu Ghalib. He taught in the Jami' al-Kasr. 

1 3 T 'he Bahjah adds the names 'All Ibn Ahmad of Karkh. A brief notice 
of him is given in Taj al-'Arus, thus: 'All Ibn Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn 
Dawud Ibn Musa Ibn Bay an heard tradition from Abu'l- Hasan Muhammad Ibn 
Muhammad al-Bazzaz ; he is distinguished from another Razzaz (Sa id IbnAi 
Sa'i'd) 501-572, who must have been later than the Razzaz mentioned m the text. 

* The famous author of the Masari' al-'usshak, I.Kh. i, 139. His erotic 
tastes may have affected 'Abd al-Kadir in the direction of Sunsm. 

5 In the Bahjah this name is given as Muhammad Ibn 'Abd al-Kanm Ibn 
Khunaish. The correct form is doubtless Ibn Khanbash. 

* His name was 'Abd al-Kadir Ibn Muhammad Ibn 'Abd al-Kadir Ibn 
Muhammad Ibn Yusuf. _. 

' The well-known author of the work on Nisbahs, of whom 1 -^\^J'^J v l 
gives a fairly full account. His life lasted from 506 to 562 Heheaid moie 
than 4,000 shaikhs, of whom he made a dictionary for his son s benent. 

" Mentioned by Yakut (iv, 121), who calls him Kadi, and states that 
composed a dictionary of his shaikhs. . , ■,_ 

9 A brief account of him in the Bahjah, p. 114. He ^ok the titles I aial-mu 
Biraj al-'Irak, Jamal al- A'immah, and Fakhr al-Huffaz, etc. He is said to have 
remained thirty years without raising his head to heaven. 

10 Called Diya al-din Abu Nasr. He went to Egypt, and thence to Dama.cn. . 
where he died. i Wi id of 

" His name was Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-Ghani Ibn .^ *^** der f 

Jerusalem ™ * *-- ^ vbjk*** Rp was called bom 

the 

of 1 

birthph 

Ibn Hi 

Jerusalem because Jamma'il is near it, and because «*Dg™ '*»£ ( 7 ulv " ., day's 

appertaining thereto all are attached to Jerusalem, and tneie ■ ^ ^^ 

journey between them. II,, was brought up in Damascus, w uit 

2C" ? ? f trad ith.n to Isfahan and other places. He J^*** 1 ^ others in 

o knowledge, and went to Baghdad, where he heard Ibn ■J""»^ d iu tin fear 

the year 560 : then be departed to Isfahan, and returned to »*£» tll Egypt, 

'8, where he taught tradition : thence he migrated to Syria, and tnent 
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al-Muwafflak,> Yahya Ibn Sa'd allah of TakrJt**, 
■Ahlbn Idris al-Ba'kubl,* Ahmad Ibn Mutual t^ 
Abu Hurairah Muhammad Ibn Laith Ibn al- Wa,t£ ***** 
Ibn Mas'ud al-Hasbim!,* and many others of t Ul,la| 

J *• «. A.,n Talib <Abd al-lllf Ibn Ahl?^ ^ 
Jtabbaaj,,. whereas the last to repeat traditC i^f 
^ We was al-Rashld Una Ahmad Ibn Maslamah* '* 

Abd al-Kadir was the imam of his time, the Pnl. « , 
age,* and the teacher of teachers of his epoch Jl* 
■question. I was told by Abu Muhammad 'Abd aljS 



out 

1C 




+i,~ £ oft c j-wivi .ii-uui, ana di« 

tnerefore 20 years o± age when he read with A.K. 

an account of him. He was a voluminous author ' ^ "** **" "'" * m 

^t^^^^ 1 ; 8 *^ Ibn ^^ Ib ° *u*„nn»d al-Takrlh- 

230 wlSil' A ! e ?^ thy aCC0Uat of him is S iven ^ the Bahjah, pp. 227- 

SersTa rf.L^^^-"?*^ to the manner of this bo » k - hS nisbah 
refers to a place called Ba'kuba at a distance of ten parasangs from Baghdad- the 

^1XaT^ y "T Upt ^ *? Ya ' kaM iu MSS. ?nd printedTooks! ReZ 
also called Kauhani, from Bauha, a village near Ba'kuba. He died 619. 

His kunyah was Abu'l- 'Abbas. Bajisra is near Baghdad 
Pn°Jh 1S ai n A raeS - ai i e ^ U - S S ' 1V T "I the Bah J ah (P- 113 ) : Muhammad Ibn Abi'l- 
a nib bah from the name of a street in Baghdad. 
r ' The Bahjah (p. 94) adds Ibn 'Umax. 

■RoV" rhe / Ta " 1 , 1 a iN'^^ S .™ ei ^ tions this ra an as a famous Traditionalist. In the 
JSanjah (p. 113) his nisbah is given as Ibn al-Sakati, and we are told tbat 
he lived first in Halwan and then in Baghdad, and" was a dealer in jewels. 
Kubbaiti should mean 'dealer in a sweetmeat called neeHf.' He is also 
mentioned by Kutbi (u, 224) as teacher of a man who was born in 610. 

1 Mentioned by Dhahabi again in his life of Ibn Shafi'. 

' The word Ku^b is largely used by the Sufis, and is the subject of considerable 
discussion in the F.M. Fliigel (Z.D.M.G. xx, 39) gives an extract from Sha'rftH. 

^ h " se ™* 1S , based on the F " M - Ifc would be interesting to know when the 
Sufis first took to employing it. In the Bahjah, p. 81, A.K. has an eloquent 
sermon on the subject, winch is not very clear. ' Since Kushairi does not expbaj 
the word in his lechnicalities, it probably came into use about this time: and 
very likely \ usut of Hamadhan (note 1, p. 303) was the first person so called. 

Perhaps this person was the great-grandson of the Shaikh: 'Abd al-SalS^i 
son of Abu 'Abdallah 'Abd al-Wahhab. son of 'Abd al-Kadir: this 'Abd oi- 
Salam died in Gil (Bahjah, p. 115). 



' 
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son of ' AM al-Salam, at Baalbek, who said : " I ^ informed 
by Abu Muhammad Ibn Kudamah 1 in the year 611, who 
said : ' I was told by the shaikh of Islam <Abd al-Kadir Ibn 
AM Salih al-JHi ; I was informed by Abu Bakr Ahmad Ibn 
al-Muzaffar al-Taramar ; I was informed by Abu' 'All Ibn 
Shadhan 2 ; I was informed by Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn 
al- 'Abbas Ibn Najih 8 ; I was informed by Ya'kub Ibn Yiisuf 
al-Kazwml 4 ; it was related to me by Muhammad Ibn Sa'Id 5 ; 
it was related to me by 'Umar Ibn Abl Kais, after Simak, 6 
after 'Abd al-Rahman Ibn Zaid, after his father, 7 after 
'Abdallah Ibn Mas'ud. He said: "The children of Israel 8 
appointed a deputy over them after Moses, who stood and 
prayed in the moon above the sanctuary, and mentioned various 
things that he had done. Then he went out and let himself 
down by a rope, and the rope was found hanging in the 
sanctuary after he had gone off, till he came to some people 
on the bank of the Nile, whom he found making bricks. 
He asked them how they got the bricks, and, being told, 
he made bricks with them. And so he ate of the labour of 
his hands. "When prayer- time came he purified himself and 
prayed. The workmen then told their overseer that there 
was among them a man who did so-and-so, and the overseer 
accordingly sent for him, but he refused to come till he 
was sent for three times, when he went himself on his beast. 

1 I.e. the Shaikh al-Muwaffak ; see note 1, p. 290. There follows a specimen of 
a tradition taught by A.K. Other examples are to be found in the Bahjah 
(pp. 125-131). 

' Al-Hasan Ilm Ahmad Ibn Ibrahim Ibn al-Hasan Ibn Muhammad, ob. 420, 
according to Wustenfeld, Index to Yakut. The Taj al-'Arus speaks of al- 
Husam Ibn Muhammad, ob. 417. 

* Mentioned in Taj al-'Arus with death-date 340. He was called al-Bazzaz 
al-Baghdadi. 

4 Not mentioned in the dictionary of the learned of Kazwin (Brit. Mus. 
21,468). J 

3 Called al-Mashlb, < the crucified,' with nisbah al-Azdi (Taj al-'Arus i, 338). 
According to Nisa'I (cited in I.Kh. iii, 410, of de Slane's translation) he was 
a notonous liar. 

oh' , P /; ,b:il,1 . v Simak Ibn Harb Ibn Aus al-Dhuhll al-Bakri, called Abu Mughirah, 
o. 161. *' He made many mistakes" (Taj al-'Arus). _ ., 

TahdMb ^ AsUlm A,,fl rsftmah > ob - 136 ' There is " m of bim iU l 

The purpose of this appears to be to emphasize the dignity of labour. 
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When he saw him he ran away, but the other p Ur 
overtook him, and bade him stop, because he wanted to s'" ' ' 
with him. Accordingly he stopped. He then told him ab 
himself, and how that he was a king and had fled from f ' 
of his Lord. The other then said, ' Methinks I -will i ■' 
thee/ and this he did ; he joined him and served God till 
they both died in the Rainlah of Egypt. 'Ahdallah Ih 
Mas'ud said : ' If I were there I could find my way to th 
grave of the two from the description which the Apostle of 
God gave of it.""" 

Ibn al-Sam'ani's l description is as follows: "Abu Mu- 
hammad 'Abd al-Kadir was of Jilan, and was the bead 
and shaikh of the Hanbalites in his time. He was a pious 
jurist, orthodox, frequently repeating the Koran, constantly 
meditating, readily moved to tears. He got his training as 
a jurist from al-Mukharrimi, and was the companion of the 
Shaikh Hammad al-Dabbas." 2 He adds that he dwelt at the 
Azaj Gate 3 in the school which they built for him. "One 
day I went to bid farewell to one of my companions, and as 
we were going away one of those who were with me asked 
if I should not like to pay a visit to 'Abd al-Kadir and get 
his blessing. So we went, and I entered his school when 
it was morning. 4 The Shaikh presently came out, and made 
a circle of his followers, and they finished the Koran. 
"When we had done I wanted to rise, but he told me to sit 
down and wait till the lesson was over. He proceeded to 
read out a lecture to his students, of which I did not 



1 This is probably the son of Abu Sa'd, mentioned above : indeed, since A b 
Sa'd himself died the year after 'Abd al-Kadir, he could scarcely talk of 'A bci a - 
Kadir's " time." This son of Abu Sa'd, called Abu'l-Muzaffar 'Abd al-JiWWj 
lived 537-614: he is often quoted for traditions. In his fathers J™ it 



Nisbahs 'Abd al-Kadir is mentioned, and a space left for a notice, ^ 
apparently was not filled up. The following notice (according to the Iva a 
occurred in the Appendix to the History of Baghdad, and may have oeenin» , 
by the writer's son. The Cambridge MS. of a continuation of the Mtstorjf 
Baghdad has no notice of 'Abd al-Kadir (Mr. Nicholson's communication}. 

2 See below, note 3, p. 298. g ee 

3 An inner gate in East Baghdad, shutting off the Ma'muniyyah Quarter. 

Le Strange's Baghdad, map viii. j$ 

* As we have seen, the followers of 'Abd al-Kadir reckon Sam'anI amo ^ 
disciples. If that statement rests merely on this passage, it comes to very 



BIOGRAPHY OF 'AMD ai.. Ka|)IK <>k. IILAn ^ 

understand a word.* What was still more curio™ 
that the students presently rose and repeated his l e t 
apparently understanding it, whereas we understood neith^' 
the terms nor the exj:>ressioiis." 

Abu'l-Faraj Ibn al-Jauzi* says: "Abu Sa'd al-Mu- 
kharrimi had built a, fine school at the Azaj Gate TV 
came into the possession of <Abd al-Kadir, who preached 
there. He got a reputation for asceticism, and started 
a method and silence of his own.* The school presently 
became too small for the audience, and he took to sitting at 
the wall of Baghdad with his back leaning against his cell * 
Great crowds used to be converted at a single meetin- 
Then the school was repaired and enlarged, the common 
people making great efforts. There he remained preaching 
and teaching till he died." 

My observation on this is that Ibn al-JauzI's jealousy did 

1 This description, which would apply very well to Ibn 'Arabi's works seems 
strange as applied to <Abd al-Kadir'*! which contain no difficulties. ' 

2 508-597. A vivid account of this person's public discourses is ffiven bv Ibn 
Jubair p. 222. Apparently (in Uhahabl's opinion) he was unable to acquire 
a reputation as great as that which <Abd al-Kadir had enjoyed, and thence 
endeavoured to depreciate him. The volume of the Muntazim containing- this 
notice is not accessible to me. As the statement of a contemporary it is of value. 

The word tarikah, which is ordinarily used in this context, sio-nines 
a system of §unsni. So in Hariri's last Makamah Hasan al-Basri is said 
to nave the best tarikah. The meaning of Kadirism" in the present day is 
elucidated in the works mentioned at the head of this article ; it undoubtedly 
enjoins the induction of a hypnotic state by the repetition of formula; and 
otnei methods ; but it also appears to preach charity to all men. According 
to some authorities a Jew or Christian may be a Kadiri without changing his 
religion 1 deration of this sort was scarcely a principle of A.K himself, since he 
pioheiytized on a great scale. A confession of faith ascribed to him is given in the 
-rutuh ai-ghaib (margin of Bahjah, p. 177), which differs little, if at all, from 
oidiuary Moslem orthodoxy. A brief summary of his tarik is given in the Bahjah 
itseit (p. 84). The leading doctrine of the 'Fath Rabhaul is doubtless that of 
*«>«<■, or personal extinction in the Deity : and he 'probably recommended a period 
wV^ e T C1S! i. 1 w 1 h 1 erem ^e devotee could be weaned from the world, to which after- 
wards lie should return, only, however, to take a minimum share therein. The 
period or asceticism in his own case is put at 25 years (Bahjah, p. 59), but this can 
hcaiceiy be reconciled with the dates given above. Palgrave seems right in 
whTw v 1 , as from India > jet the systematic division of life into periods 
wmcn Indian theorists reached is not found in A.K.'s writings. If the word 
32S Slle "ce ' (samt) be anything more than a jingle with the other, it must 
Bigmfy a negative as well as a positive system. J ■ 

^ In the Kala'id (p. 15) : " I used to sit in the oratory at the Halbah Gate : then 
' grew too small for the people, and they brought the pulpit inside the wall 
''tween the furnaces (^jUj) and people used to come at night with torches." 
J-n.A.s. 1907. 20 
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not suffer him to give 'Abd al-Kadir a longer notice tba 
this ; his prejudice against him was too strong. God. keen 
us from such passion ! 

Abu Bakr Ibn Tarkhan 1 states that the following 
information was given by the Shaikh al-Muwaffak 2 ; being 
asked about the Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir, he gave the following 
reply : " We found him still living, but at the end of ],f s 
life. He lodged us in his school, and looked after us. He 
often sent his son Yahya 3 to light the lamp, and would 
frequently send us food from his own lodging. He used to 
lead in the ©regular prayers, and I recited to him from 
memory out of the book of al-Khirakl 4 in the morning 
whereas 'Abd al-Ghanl the bafiz 5 used to recite to him from 
the book called al-Hidat/ah fi'l-Kitdb* We were the only 
persons studying with him during that time. We remained 
with him a month and nine days, when he died ; and we 
prayed over him at night in his school. I never heard more 
tales of miracles told about anyone than about him, nor 
did I ever see anyone more generally respected for his piety 
than he was. We only went through with him a few 
portions of his books." 

I read in the handwriting of Saif al-dln Ibn Majd al-din' 
as follows: " I heard Abu 'Abdallah Muhammad Ibn Mahmud 
al-Maratibl 8 say : 'I heard the late Shaikh Abu Bakr 



1 600-690 ; otherwise called <Izz al-din Ibrahim Ibn Muhammad Ibn at 
Suwaidi. He was a personal friend of Ibn Abi Usaibi'ah, who has an appreciative 
notice of him and his works (ii, 266, 267). 

2 See note 1, p. 290. 

s 550-600, according to the Bah j ah (p. 115). He would have been 11 years 
of age at this time. 

* I.e. the Mukhtasar of Hanbalite law by Abu'l-Kasiro. 'Uinar al-Khirtfo 
ob. 334. 

5 See note 11, p. 289. 

6 A Hanbalite Hidayah is mentioned by H.Kh. as the work of Ibn al-Khajg* 
Mahluz al-Tubadf, which is probably to be corrected Abu'l-Khattab al-Kalv>" " ; 
432-515, a Hanbalite jurist, grammarian, and poet, of whom Yakut lias a now 
(iv, 302). 



tu 7 ^J 10 Ghibtah (p. 47) this story is ascribed to al-Sharaf, i.e. Sharaf aMjJ 
Ibn al-Majd, 'Isa Ibn al-Muwaffak, i.e. son of the person mentioned in »" u 
p. 290. * l 

• A Rukn al-din al-Maratibi is mentioned in the Bahjah (p. 112) » JU 
those who claimed to be disciples of A.K. The Ghibtah has al-Mura i, c' elu ' 
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<Imad al-din 1 say: "I had been reading about the meta 
physics of religion, and certain doubts had been instilled 
into my mind ; but I thought I had best wait till I had 
attended a lecture by the Shaikh <Abd al-Kadir, since he 
was supposed to address himself to the inmost thoughts of 
his audience. So I went to his lecture-room, and the first 
words I heard were : ' Our faith is the faith of our pious 
ancestors and the Companions.' I thought to myself that 
this remark was accidental. Then he went on, and, turning 
to the part of the room in which I was he repeated the 
observation. But I said to myself, 'A preacber is always 
turning in one direction or another.' Then he turned 
towards me a third time, and said : ' Abu Bakr ! Abu Bakr ! 
rise, for your father has come.' Now he had been away ; 
so I rose and hastened homeward, and found my father had, 
in fact, just arrived." ' " 

I may observe that a similar story to this is told by the 
jurist Abu'l-Kasim Ibn Muhammad Ibn Khalid, 2 who says : 
u We were informed by our Shaikh Jamal-al-dln Yahya Ibn 
al-Sairafi 3 that he had heard the grammarian Abu'1-Baka 4 
say : < I attended a lecture of the Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir, 
and found the students reading in his presence with wrong 

a corruption. From Dhahabi's Mushtabih, p. 471, we learn that this person's 
title was TakI al-din, that he was head of the Hanbalites in Damascus, and 
a special friend of al-Muwaffak. 

l Perhaps identical with the Shaikh Abu Bakr 'Atik or Ma'tuk al-Bandanlji 
the Bahjah (p. HO) and 'Imad al-din Ibn Kamal al-Bandanlji of Yakut 
. 74ok 
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intonation, and I said to myself, " I wonder that the Hh^li 

1 
conies a iuluii wuo jek*o ouu.ixi.ova c». *»»» ^ajjicis ui .Law 

finds fault." I thought to myself, " Perhaps he means sen, 



does not. censure them." The Shaikh thereupon said, "]j 
comes a man who has studied a few chapters of Law ! 



one else and not me." Then he said, "It is you I ]ll( 
So I repented inwardly of having criticized the Shaikh wh 
told me that God had accepted my repentance.' " 

I heard our Shaikh Ibn Taimiyyah 1 say : "I heard th 
Shaikh 'Izz al-dln Ahmad al-Fariithl 2 say : ' I heard our 
Shaikh Shihab al-dln al-Suhrawardl 3 say : " I intended to 
apply myself- to metaphysics and the basis of religion but 
said to myself, ' I will first ask the advice of the Shaikh 
'Abd al-Kadir.' So I went to see him. Before I could 
utter a word he said, ' Omar, it is no preparation for the 
grave ! ' which he repeated twice. . So I abandoned the 
subject." ' " 

Abu 'Abdallah Muhammad Ibn Mahmud al-Maratibi 4 
says : " I asked the Shaikh al-Muwaffak whether when he 
was staying with the Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir he had seen 
any miracle wrought by him ? He replied, ' I fancy not. 
However, he used to lecture on Fridays, when we would 
leave him and go to hear Tradition of Ibn Sani', 5 but we 






1 661-728. The famous controversialist. A biography of him is given in 
Kutbl, i, 35, and at the end of his "Refutation of the "Christian Religion," 
Cairo, 1905, where reference is made to a work called Jala' 'u'l-' amain. 

- 614-673. His name was Abu'l-'Abbas Ahmad Ibn Ibrahim ; he was 
preacher at the Muayyad Mosque (in Damascus?), and wrote on Tradition, 
etc. (Appendix to I.Kh., MS. Poc. 331). " Faruth is a large village with 
a market on the bank of the Tigris, between Wasit and al-Madhar, of winch 
all the inhabitants are RafidTs " (Yakut). 

3 539-632. Abu 'Abdallah 'Uraar Ibn Muhammad. I.Kh. has a rxoi^f 
him. His visit to A.K. is dated 560 in the Eahiah, p. 235. Ibid., p. &• «J 
story is told with the variation that A.K. passed his hand over 'Umar's breart 
in consequence of which he entirely forgot the books on the subject that he ban 
learned, Suhrawardi mentions A.K. occasionally in his '^Lwarif al-Ma'artf, ■" 
above, p. 274, and p. 301, note 1. 

4 See note 8, p. 294. 



Ye should probably readii; . Sh<lji<, who is cited twice in Yakut's geogn'1'1"" 
S225E7" *• i e death " date 5 <50, given in Wustenfeld's index, is due - 
— | *k% of the editor. He is probably identical with Abu'1-Fadl Ahmad 1J 
tab al-Jill (Ghibtah, p. 30, Bahjah, p. 89) ; ob. 565 (Ibn al-*«\^ 



r ustenfeld's index, is due J 
cne ecutor. lie is probably identi 
5«T 5? ?*£ a t"-( 111 £ &hi btak, p. 30, Bahjah, p. »y; ; on. ooo 11-- 
5uk Jtt^l- Dha H b !. « hl * l^e of this person, states that these two p 
studied tradition with him. 
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got no good from hearing it.' Saif al-dln 1 says this means 
they got no good from hearing it owing to the occurrence of 
certain events. The books they heard were the Musnad and 
Bukharl." 

Our Shaikh Abu'l-Husain al-Yunlnl 2 said : " I heard the 
Shaikh 'Izz al-dln Ibn 'Abd al-Salam 3 say that the only 
miracles that had been transmitted by a continuous tradition 
were those of the Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir. He was asked 
how this could be, when his belief was what it was known 
to be ? He replied that the consequences of a system did 
not belong to the system." 4 * 

Ibn al-Najjiir, in his life of 'Abd al-Kiidir, says as follows : 
"He came to Baghdad in the year 88, being then 18 years 
of age. He studied law with Abu'1-Wafa Ibn 'Akll, 5 Abu'l- 
Khattab, 6 Abu Sa'd al-Mubarak al-MukharrimT, and Abu'l- 
Husain Ibn al-Farra, 7 till he had mastered Roots, Branches, 

1 See note 7, p. 294. He meant, then, that miracles wrought by A.K. prevented 
their benefiting by the other's instruction. 

2 Kutb al-dln Musa Ibn Muhammad, ob. 726, author of an abridgment and 
continuation of Sibt Ibn al-Jauzi's Mir'at al-Zaman. He wrote a biography of 
A.K. called Manakib. His nisbah comes from Yunln or Yunan, near Baalbek, 
and he had two brothers, Sharaf al-dln 'All and Badr al-dln Hasan, and a sister, 
Amat al-Rahlm (Taj al-'Arus). 

3 577-660. 'Abd al-'AzIz of Damascus. There is a life of him by Kutbi 
(i, 287), who mentions Yunini among his pupils. Yunini himself (MS. Poc. 
132) has a long account of him. See too Ibn lyas, i, 94, 95, etc. 

4 The meaning appears to be that a man is not bound to hold doctrines that 
follow logically from other doctrines that he holds. Great offence was given by 
the saying attributed to A.K. that his foot was on the neck of every saint of God ; 
the author of the Raudat af- Jannat is verv bitter about it. A treatise explaining 
away this utterance, called Makhazin al-KMir'iyyah (in Persian), by Ishak Ibn 
Muhammad, is in the British Museum (Or*. 248). The author, after making the 
necessary exceptions, quotes in favour of A.K.'s pretension Ibn 'Arab! in the 
F.M., and al-Insan al-Kamil, by Yafi'i (ob.755), a work apparently unknown 
to the bibliographies, though Yafi'I's apology for A.K., called Khnlasat 
al-maftikhir, figures in them. Ibn 'Arab! {toe. cit., i, 262) apparently states that 
A.K. was commanded to govern the world, and calls him the Kutb of his *"Jie< 
he has also respectful references in ii, 24 and iii, 44. Apparently Ibn 'Abd 
al-Salam rejected the argument that because he believed in A.K.'s miracles he 
was bound to accept his pretensions. 

5 His name was 'AlT (Bahjah, p. 106). II. Kh. states that he died in 513, and 
enumerates various works of his, among them an encyclopedia in 470 volumes {.). 

Mahfuz Ibn Ahmad al-Kalwadhanl, ob. 510 or 515. (Note 6, p. 294.) 
7 Abu'l- Hasan Muhammad, son of the Kadi Muhammad Ibn Ya'll, who died 
in 438. The son is mentioned (with the kuuvah Abu'l-Husain) among tne 
teacher* of Il m Hubairah (I.Kh., de Slaue, iv, 115). So anxious are tlie 
Kudirrs to make their founder the teacher rather than the taught, that the ^-H 1 } 
(p. 10 ( ) makes the father of this person (ob. 438) declare himself the disciple ol 
A.K, (born 470), and that on the authority of Ibn al-Akhdar (b. o24). 
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and Differences. He also heard Tradition (here a 1' 
teachers was given). He read Literature with Ahu 7ri_ 
riyya al-TabrlzI. 1 He devoted himself to preachino- tin i" 
became an adejjt. Then he betook himself to solit 1 
asceticism, wandering, self-denial, sleeplessness, residen 
in wastes and deserts, and became the companion of th 
Shaikh Hammad al- Dabbas, 3 from whom he learnt th 
doctrine of the Path. Then God revealed him to mankind 
and caused him to be favourably received. He formed his 
first congregation in the year 521, when God revealed 
wisdom by his tongue ; then in the year 528 he sat in hi 8 
Shaikh's school 4 to lecture and answer legal questions. He 
formed the object of pious visits and vows, wrote on the 
Roots and Branches, 5 and was a powerful preacher in the 
style of the people of the Path. Traditions have been told 
us on his authority by his son 'Abd al-Pazzak, Ahmad Ibn 
al-BandanljT, 6 Ibn al-Kubbait!, 7 and others." 

1 Ob. 502. 

2 He professed to have wandered in the desert twenty-five years (Bah j ah, p. 85). 

3 Ob. 525. There is a brief notice of hirn in Lawakih al-Auwar (i, 180), 
where an attempt is made to show that he was the pupil, not the master. 
Sibt Ibn al-Jauzi (MS. Marsh, 658, anno 625) gives some more details: he 
used to give all who were suffering from the fever almonds and dried grapes 
to eat, and this remedy was effective. He used at first to accept vows and 
distribute them ; afterwards he refused. The Bah j ah (p. 53) makes A.K. 
associate with him in 499 and 508, when Dabbas professed to have 12,000 
disciples (murldhi), whose names he recited every night. In 523 (p. 20), 
when A.K. had already become a preacher, he 'is represented as warning 
the latter against taking too high a tone. In 529, on 27 Dhu'l-Hijjan* 
A.K. with a great following visited his grave in the Shunizi cemetery, where he 
had a vision of Dabbas, otherwise bedecked with gold and jewels, but unable to 
move the right hand which smote A.K. The latter, however (with the aid of 
5,000 dead walls), interceded, and his right hand was restored. When A.K- 
announced this, all Dabbas' s followers in Baghdad came to A.K.'s school. and 
asked for evidence. They agreed to refer the matter to Yusuf al-HamadhaOT 
and 'Abd al-Bahman Ibn Shu'aib al-Kurdi. People offered A.K. a week, but 
before this proposition was accepted the two shaikhs came running to the school to 
confirm what A.K. had said from their own revelations. Probably an alibi couia 
be proved for Yusuf. 

* I.e. Mukharrimi's, which was enlarged by public subscription. 

6 His work Ghunyah is rather in the style of Ghazali's Ihya. A work called 
Tatvaklt al-Hikam mentioned b V H.Kh. was probably homiletic. Some otue 
works (enumerated by Le Chatelier) are forms of prayer. 

'• According to the Bahjah (p. 110) all the jurists of Bandanijain. =< distr** 
near Nahrawan, professed to be followers of A.K. A storv is told on his authority 
mthe Kala'id (p. 48), where he is associated with Jamal al-din Ibn al-J« u/ ; " 

1 See above, note 7, p. 290. 
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'Abdallah Ibn Abi'l-Hasan al-Jubba'I » wrote to me 2 with 
his own band as follows : The Shaikh <Abd al-Kadir told 
m e: * My soul one day worried me for a lust, which I re- 
sisted, going down street after street till I could get to the 
desert. Whilst I was walking I saw a leaf of paper flung 
on the ground, which I found contained the words, " What 
have the strong to do with lusts ? Lusts were created for 
the weak, that they might fortify themselves thereby to 
obey Me." When I read this, the lust departed from my 
heart.' , He went on to say that he used to sustain himself 
by wild carobs and lettuce from the river bank.*' 

I read in the handwriting of Abu Bakr Abdallah Ibn 
Nasr Ibn Hamzah al-Taimi 3 as follows: "I heard 'Abd al- 
Kadir al-JllT say : ' During a famine that befell Baghdad 
I was in such straitened circumstances that I remained some 
days without food, trying to find refuse, and one day I went 
to the river-bank on the chance of finding a lettuce or other 
vegetable. Wherever I went I found that others had been 
there before me ; so I went towards the country, and could 
find no place where there was likely to be any refuse where 
I had not been anticipated. Finally, weakness overcame 
me, and being unable to hold out any longer I entered 
a mosque, 4 and was just facing death, when a young Persian 
came in, who had with him some bread and roast meat. 
He sat down and began to eat. Each time he raised his 
hand to his mouth I nearly opened mine, so hungry was 1 ; 
and I blamed myself for my want of self-control. Presently 

1 Ob. 605, according to Yakut and Dhahabi, Mushtabih (p. 84) , where w * 
are told that be came from Jubbab, in tbe district of Tarabulus, and wen* to 
Isfahan. This person is called in the Bahjah (p. 109) with its usual rapottora 
"chief of the Musnids and iurists." Sis written communications to xu 




name. He saw a man in dazzling- white raiment pointing out where tney 

2 The same story is told in the Ghibtah (p. 8). j g 

3 Author of a work called Anwar al-na?ir. In the Ghibtah (p. 8) this s ^ > ^ 
told us part of a narrative given by Talhah Ibn Muzaftar al- Aitni, u . 
whom Yakut (iii, 711) has a brief notice. K la'id in 

4 According to tbe Ghibtah the Mosque of Yasin ; according to the K-a 
the Suk al-llaihauiyyln. 
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the lad turned round and saw me. He said, "In th 
of God" (handing me a morsel), but I refused; he coi " * 
me, and, anxious as I was to accept, I still resist'T^ 
inclination, and refused. Finally he conjured me ni^ 
accepted, and ate, yet sparingly. Then he asked me wh * 
my business was and whence I came. I replied that I 
a law-student, and that I came from Jllan. "I too "T 
replied., "am from Jllan, and do you know a youn» m* 
of Jllan called <Abd al-Kadir, and known as daughter'^ 
son to Abu 'Abdallah al-Saunia'i the ascetic P l " "Th 
is I," I said. „ He was alarmed thereat and his face changed 
Then he said : " By Allah, my brother, I came to Baghdad 
having still some journey money with me, and asked after 
you, but no one could give me any information, till all my 
journey money was exhausted, after which I remained for 
three days, in which I could not find the cost of my 
maintenance except from your money which was in my 
possession. On this fourth day I said to myself, 'Three 
days have now passed in which I have eaten nothing, and 
I am now permitted by law to eat dead flesh.' 2 So I took 
some of your money which had been entrusted to me, and 
with it bought this bread and roast meat, so you may eat 
it with a good conscience, since it is your own, and I here 
am your guest/' "What do you mean?" I asked. He 
replied: "Your mother sent with me eight dinars for you, 
and I assure you I have not cheated you till to-day." So 
I quieted and comforted him, and gave him part of the 
money.' " 

'Abdallah Ibn Abi'l - Hasan 3 al-Jubba'I wrote to me: 
" The Shaikh <Abd al-Kadir said to me : 'I was in the 
desert repeating my law-lesson, in a terrible state of poverty, 
when some one, whose person I did not see, said to me, 
" Borrow enough to maintain you while you are studying 

1 This person's praises are recounted by Ibn al-Wardl, and indeed A. . 
mother and aunt are made out to have been saints. 

2 I.e. of animals that have died a natural death. .. . 

3 In the Grhibtah a similar story is given on the authority of 'Abda 
al-Salami, with considerable variations; the same is told ibid., p. 10. 
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].nv." I replied, "How am I to borrow when T 

ii lj o ,, ' WIie n 1 u,m so 

poor. 1 and could never pay? He answered, " Borrow and 

We undertake the payment." So I went,' he said 'to 
a grocer, and said to him, " Would you deal with me on the 
condition that A am to pay you whenever God eases my way 
while if I die I am to be acquitted of payment ? Say you 
give me every day a loaf and some cress P " The man burst 
into tears, and said to me, " Sir, I am at your service." So 
I took his goods for a certain time, till I could endure it no 
longer.' Then I fancy he said : 2 < Then a voice said to me : 
" Go to a certain place, take whatever you fine? on the seat, 
and give it to the grocer." So I went and found on a bench 
there a large piece of gold. So I took it and gave it to the 
grocer.' " 

He continued : " At one time I had a fit of insanity, 3 and 
was taken to the madhouse ; a series of ecstasies seized me 
till I died. Grave-clothes were brought, and I was placed 
in the lavatory, and then my fit passed over. I rose up and 
bethought me that I would leave Baghdad owing to the 
constant disturbances there. So I went to the Halbah 
Gate, 4 when some one said to me, 'Whither goest thou?' 
He then gave me a push which knocked me down. 'Go 
back,' he said, ' for you can do the people good.' I said, 
'I wish to keep my religion sound.' He said, 'That is 
granted you.' All this time I did not see the speaker. 
Ihen I was seized with a fresh set of ecstasies and wished 
to find some one to remove them. As I passed by 

' In the Ghibtah (p. 33) Ibn al-Najjar is quoted for the statement that A. K. 
was the owner of laud which was cultivated for him by disciples, while others 
uuaertook to grind his corn and bake his bread. At a later time he (like other 
saints; lived largely by vows, i.e. money vowed by persons who were desirous of 
oDtamnio something, and obtained it. ' Iu the Bahjah (p. 104) there is a case 
l - tea m which a vow of this sort amounted to 30 dinars; ordinarily they were 
SLk a T Ue ' A -^- ke P* °peu house on these receipts. According to 

and T'ii \\ l,Jl '- cit -> "> 71) all his four wives "spent money on him cheerfully 



6' 

' I M 



«,;!„ Th i 1S P hrase is a rather interesting confession on JubbaT s part that the only 
miraculous part in the story is a romance of his own. 

'" ,Alal, i makes (if I remember rightly) the same confession. 
."The present Bah al-Tilsam " (Le Strange, Baghdad, p. 291). 
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al-Zafariyyah, 1 a man, opening his door, said to me < t 
al-Kadir, what did you seek yesterday ? ' Having f V 
I was silent. The man got angry, and slammed the 
violently in my face. When I went on I recollected 1°^ 
I had been asking God, and went back to look for the ] ** 
but could not recognize it. Now the man was Hammg 1 °i' 
Dabbiis, whom I got to know afterwards, and who cle 
up all my difficulties. If ever I absented myself from V 
in the pursuit of knowledge, when I returned he would 
to me, ' What has brought you to us ? You are a -jurist 
and had better go to the jurists/ And I had no answer' 
One Friday I went with the others with him to the place of 
prayer 2 on a very cold day. When we got to the bridge 
over the river, the Kadi 3 knocked me into the water. I said 
to myself, « This is the Friday washing. In the name of 
God ! ' I had on me a woollen Jubba/i, and there were 
MSS. in my sleeve. So I raised my sleeve that the MSS, 
might not be injured. The others then left me and went on. 
I squeezed out my jubbah and followed the party, but 
suffered severely from the cold. The Shaikh used to ill-treat 
me and beat me, and if ever I came to him hungry he would 
say, ' Lots of bread and cake have come for us to-day ; we 
have eaten all, and left none for you, because we did not 
want your company.' His pupils used to take the hint, and 
say to me, 'You are a jurist ; what do you want with us?' 
But when the Shaikh saw them annoy me, he took my part, 
and said to them, ' You hounds, what do you mean by 
teasing him, when there is not one among you to be com- 
pared with him? I am only teasing him in order to prove 
him. And now I find him to be an immovable mountain. 
After a time there came a man from Hamadhan, called 

1 "Took its name from the Garden of Zafar, one of the chief servants oj 
the Caliph, though of which caliph, or when Zafar nourished, is not statea 
(Le Strange, ibid., p. 288). 

2 I.e. the Rusafah Mosque (Ghibtah, p. 13 ; Jiahjah, p. 53). The chronologic* 
difficulty in the latter is noticed above. 

3 This title implies that in another form of the story Mukharriml was 
culprit. 
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Yusuf al-Hamadhanl. 1 He used to be called the Pole He 
took up his abode in a monastery. When I heard about hint 
I went thither ; not seeing him I asked about him, and was 
told that he was in the cellar.? So I descended, and when 
he saw me he rose up, made me sit down, and scrutinized 
my features ; he then recounted to me all the experiences 
which I had undergone, and solved all my difficulties.. 
Then he told me to speak in public. < Sir,' I replied, ' I am 
a foreigner, without admixture, and speechless ; how am 
I to speak before the orators of Baghdad ? ' He said 
* You have committed to memory the Law, its Roots, the 
Differences, the Vocabulary, and the interpretation of the 
Koran ; surely you are qualified to speak. Mount the pulpit, 
therefore, and address the people. I see in you a cutting 
that will develop into a palm.' " 

The Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir told me further : "I used to- 
receive orders 3 and prohibitions both in sleep and waking 
hours, and the things to be said used to crowd upon my 
heart and overwhelm me ; if I did not utter them I should 
have choked, and could not be silent. At first two or three 
men sat with me and listened ; then people heard about me,, 
and numbers crowded to hear, till about 70,000 used to 
gather at a single meeting. 

' I have examined," he said, " all acts, and can find none 
more meritorious than the bestowing of food. How I wish 



l 440-535. A life of him is given by I.Kh., after Ibu al-Najjar and 
Sam'aui. According to this he was horn in the village of Buzanajird, came to- 
Baghdad, where he studied with Abu Ishak al-ShirazT and other eminent jurists 
and travelled to Isfahan and Samarcand, where he acquired further knowledge, and 
also devoted himself to piety and asceticism. Afterwards he returned to Baghdad 
W 515, where for a time he taught and preached in the Nizamiyyah College. 
Alter this he spent his life at Merv and Herat, and died at Bama'in on the Merv 
road In the Lawakih al- Anwar we are told that his body was afterward* 
transferred to a sanctuary at Merv. Some of his miracles are recorded W tins 
work ; among them that "he released a captive lad at Constantinople, and Drought 
him through the air in the twinkling of an eye to HamadhAn. Further detail 
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the whole world were in my possession, so that T 
the hungry therewith ! My hand," he said, "ha - ; f ee< * 
it ; it can retain nothing. If I were to receive two tl n 
dinars not one would be left with me by nightfall " 10USa ^ 

If anyone brought him gold, he would tell the brin 
put it under the prayer- car pet. 1 e er to 

He said to me besides : "I should like to be in th 
and waste places as I was at first, neither seeino- m T^ 
nor being seen. Yet," he went on to say, " God^desi^d^ 
benefit mankind through me, and indeed more thanV° 
hundred persons 2 have by me been converted to Islam a 1 
more than 100,000 robbers 3 and bandits have been brought 
by me to repentance. And this is a great deal of good." 

He said to me further : " Burdens come down upon me 

so heavy that mountains would be crushed beneath them. 

When this happens I lie on my side on the ground, and 

read the verse 4 < Verily in difficulty there is ease ' ; presently 

I raise my head, and the troubles have all disappeared. 

When a child is born to me," * he added, " I take it in my 

arms and say, < This is doomed to die/ I remove it from my 

heart, and if the child dies it leaves no impression on me." ' 

Ibn al-Naj jar continues : " I heard <Abd al-Razzak, son 

i 'Abd al-Kadir, say: 'Forty-nine children* were born to 

my father, twenty-seven males and the rest female.' " 



hand AnH' whin t'- 6 th ? P assa S e 8-° es °» = " nor would he touch it with his 

t^ carott and «Svl -/f V ^ Ut fT*' he Would sa >' to him « ' Take what is under 
praver-carnet ^s" id • V^ baker , and 8™**-'" The expression ' under the 
piajex ca lpet is used in Cairo now for secret commissious and profits. 

of such olnifn^i'Vt Citati ° n from al-Jubba'I is followed by example* 
by mysteriouTvoS'p^ ^hich however, were not effected by A.K.'s eloquence, but 
e.g.Tb* s£ld. amS - Similar stories are told of other saiute, 

ibmmlshilitet-*^ fluently mentioned in the histories of this time. The 
"fltoS xciv, 6 7e 1S ap P arentl y registered in the dictionaries. 

aftlr^new; hldleen e hrn, !*R. that ^ Shaikh ™ ukl ™ ntiuue his "TIE 
offspring? brought him, and after it had finished go and buryh« 



c 

1" 



^irSteken^fsS ^^ that m **7 of *^«n died, Carra de Vaux * 
f I m 1 1 ™ en . ln supposing some of these to havr- Wn «« rit.,ml descendant- 
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He continues: " 'Abdallah Ibn Abi'l-Hasan al-Jubbfi'I 
wrote to me as follows : ' I used to hear the book al-Silyah l 
read before Ibn Nasir, 2 and my heart softened, till I said to 
myself, "I should like to separate myself from mankind, 
and devote myself to the service of God." I prayed behind 
the Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir, and when he had finished we sat 
down. He looked at me and said, " If you want to retreat 
then before you do so study Law, attend the courses of the 
Shaikhs, and learn some literature ; otherwise you will remain 
as you are, an unfledged chick." ' " 

Ibn al-JNajjar goes on : "I was informed by A,bu 'Abdallah 
Muhammad Ibn Sa'Id, 3 the Witness, on the authority of 
'Abd al-Wahhab, son of 'Abd al-Kadir, of the following : 
' 1 heard Abu'l-Thana 4 Ibn Abi'l-Barakat al-Nahrmalkl 
say : "A friend told me he had heard it said that no flv 5 
ever alighted on the garments of the Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir. 
I said, ' I know nothing of this.' The following Friday we 
went in the morning to the Shaikh's meeting-house. He 

600), 'Abd al-Razzak (b. 528, d. at Baghdad, 603), Musa (b. 539, d. at 
Damascus, 613), 'Abd al-'AzIz (532-602, Kala'id, p. 54; migrated to Jiyal, 
a village of Sinjar, Bahjah, p. 114). Depont et Coppolaui add the names 'Abd 
al-Jabbar (ob. 575, Kala'id; mentioned Bahjah, p. 114, but without details), 
'Abd al-Ghafrar, 'Abd al-Gham; " 'Abd es-Settan " (perhaps 'Abd al-Salam) 
and " Salah " (probably Salih), who, they further add, were grandsons. To 
this list of twelve we may add from the Bahjah the eldest son, 'Abd al-Bahman, 
508-587. Perhaps the most interesting figure is 'Abd al-Salam, son of 'Abd 
al-Wahhab (ob. 611), who (says Ibn al-Athlr) held several important posts, but 
was suspected of being a philosopher ; he was imprisoned in consequence, and his 
books burned at the Bab al-'ammah, but he was himself released presently by 
his father's intercession. Further details are given above. The India Office 
(MS.) Catalogue mentions a treatise on the family of A.K., but I have been 
unable to see it. Though the forty-nine children were not all by one mother, it 
is not clear that the saint (though he married late, 'AwQrif al-Ma'arif, § 21) had 
more than one wife at one time, since the youngest, Yahya, was born 550. 




gives full details of the family for many generations. 

1 Probably the Hilyat al-awliya of Abu Nu'aim (ob. 430). 

t i^ 6 ?" 550 - A.bu'1-Fadl Muhammad Ibn Nasir al-Salaml. A short life by 
l.Kh. i, 618. 

3 I.e. al-Dubaithi, 558-637. I.Kh . has a life of him. He wrote a continuation 
; Sun'inx's Supplement. For 'the Witness' the Ghibtah (p. 44) has the 
General (al-Ka'id) ; probably both are corrupt for al-Dubaithl. 

4 In the Ghibtah Abu'l-jBakd. Probably the former is right, but the person 
meant is unknown. " 

This was actually asserted by A.K.'s servant (Bahjah, p. 86). 
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turned to us and said, e What should a fly want rUi 
who have neither the fig'-x^aste of this world nor th i m °' 
of the other ?"" " e horu '.v 

He continues x : "I was told by Abu'1-Baka 'Abdall h t 
al-Husain al-Hanball as follows : * I heard Yahya Th 
USTajilh al-Adlb 2 say: "I said to myself, 'I should Hi 
count the number of times the Shaikh cuts off perrit °> 
hair'; 3 so I went to his meeting-house, taking with 
a thread, and each time he cut off some hair I made a knot ' 
the thread under my garment. And although I was quite ! 
the back row, the Shaikh called out to me, ' "While I loosen 
you tie!""" 

He goes on 4 : "I heard the Shaikh of the Sufis, 'Umar 
Ibn Muhammad al-Suhrawardl, say : ' In my youth I studied 
Xaw, and it came into my mind to read some treatise on 
metaphysical theology, yet I communicated my intention 
to no one. Now it happened that I prayed with my uncle 
the Shaikh Abu'l-Najlb, 5 with whom the Shaikh 'Abd al- 
Kadir happened to be on a friendly visit. My uncle asked 
him to invoke a blessing on me, and informed him that 
I was a law-student. So I rose up and kissed his hand. 
Taking my hand he said to me, "Repent of your design! 
So will you prosper." Then he was silent, and let go my 
hand. Still, I did not alter my design of studying meta- 
physical theology, till all my affairs went out of order, and 
my life was embittered ; and I knew that the reason was 
my disobedience to the Shaikh/ " 

He goes on: "I heard Abu Muhammad Ibn al- 
Akhdar 6 say : * I used to visit the Shaikh 'Abd al-Kadir in 

1 Bahjah, p. 94 ; Ghibtah, p. 44, where, however, for al-'Ikrimt we should 
read al-'Ukbari, this Abu'1-Baka. being- the same as that of note 4. p. 295. 

2 Not to be confused with the author of Subtil al-Khairat, a Spanish write! 
who died 422. 

3 Apparently this was a symbolic act, signifying that the person was let go 
free (cf. Jacob, JBedninenleben, 137, and I.Kh., de Slane, ii, 3S2). 

4 We had a similar story above. Another form of it is ffiven i" i1k ' 
Bahjah, p. 32. 

6 Ob. 563. See I.Kh., de Slane, ii, 150. 

r - 524-611. His name was 'Abdallah Ibn Abi Nasr Mahmud Ibn i«l-^ fub ?S 
al-Junabidh! (Bahjah, p. 110). Yakut, however (ii, 121), rails biffl - u 
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midwinter, when it was bitterly cold. II C had on him 
a single tunic, and a ffikiyah 1 on his head, while around 
him were people fanning him, and all the time he was 
perspiring as though it were exceeding^ hot.' " 

He continues : " I heard 'Abel al-'AzTz Ibn 'Abd al-Malik 
al-Shaibani say: 'I beard the hafiz 'Abd al-Ghanl 2 say: 
"I heard Abu Muhammad Ibn al-Khasshiib 3 the grammarian 
say : ' When I was a lad I studied grammar, and heard 
people describe the beauty of the language of the Shaikh 
'Abd al-Kadir. I wanted in consequence to hear him, but 
could not find time. One day, however, I at last went to 
his meeting-house, but when he spoke I neither admired 
his language nor could I understand it. So I said to myself, 
"This is a wasted day." Turning to the part of the room 
where I was seated he said, " What ! you prefer grammar 
to sermons ! You definitely make choice of the former ? 
Follow me and we shall make yon a Slbawaihi ! " ' " ' " 

He continues : "Our Shaikh Ahmad son of Zafar, son of 
the Yizier Ibn al-Hubairah, 4 says : ' I asked my grandfather 

al-'Aziz, and states that he lived in Darb al-Kayyar in the district of Nahr 
al-Mu'alla in East Baghdad. Yakut was his pupil and praises him highly. The 
story is told in the Bah j ah (p. 8S). 

1 Originally a skull-cap worn under the turban, according to Dozy, Nbms des 
vetements, who was not then aware that it formed part of the Sufi livery. In the 
Bahj ah (p. 69) a certain Khalaf Ibn 'Ayyash al-Siiari'i, al-Shafi'i, being sent to 
Baghdad to buy a copy of the Musnad of Ibn Hanbal, determines to visit 'Abd 
al-Kadir, and arranges" in his mind a number of things that the saint should do ; 
among them that "he should put on me the takiyah before I ask him." The 
saint reads his thoughts exactly and does all 'that had been in Khalaf 's mind. 
Similarly (p. 43), "then A.K. placed on my head a takiyah. and when it 
touched my skull I felt a coolness spread therefrom to my heart." In Lawafcili 
al- Anwar, i, 192, we read of the two 7chirkah.s, the garment and the gW?'*; 
And so in the Bahjah (p. 133) the converted brigand Abu Bakr al-Bata u.u 
receives both from Abu Bakr the Caliph in a dream. . 

2 See note 11, p. 289. 

3 492-5G7. 'AbdaUah Ibn Ahmad. I.Kh. has a life of him. 

4 497-560. Yahya Ibn Muhammad Ibn Hubairah. I.Kh- has a lull 

texf rap y " ^ e was a ^ anbalite like most of the _ p™ 11 * mr,1,1 1 om > SJJ3 

al-dit 
the 

a ir" :i '''M, ui, i n -ad ,, i r,i, :I i in mi i ;m 

on Kejeb 3, 592. He and the following persons were al present m w 
^re-room ^of A. K. on a certain occasion: Abu'l-Sirful al-?anmi (lived Ml ■ », 

Sia 9 ; fi of -^-J' -' t3 ' 323 5 ii, 24), Muhammad [fan Ka'id jl-^g" JKh" 
^3, 202), al-Hasan al-Fariai Jamil "the man of the step and the thuudeibolt 
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to give Die leave to visit the Shaikh 'Abrl *l tr- 

v^il 

him. I presented myself, and when the meeting g ' eet 
and he had rnmo flmvn fvnm +u~ — i •.*. T " & Wa s 



not only gave me leave, but sent a sum of mon ' ' 
telling me to pay it to the Shaikh, and also told m ^ ° 



r „ .u^ovii, <uiu irueii tne meeting ' 

and he had come down from the pulpit, I saluted T SS 0v % 
recoiled from handing the money to him 1 f but 
assembly. The Shaikh anticipated my thoughts A """ 
" Hand over what you have got, never mind " ' " ' a " Sai( '' 

I was informed by Abu'l- 'Abbas Ahmad Ibn a) ltf i- 
a -Marka'anV who said*: "I accompanied the ffiS 
al-Kad,r » (The author's fair copy reached aTfo 

flu. point but we may supply the rest from the M«„akZ 
The author of the " Mirror of the Time " » saV s thp'Jl 
of the Shaikh <Abd al-Kadir was more lengfhy 1 ' ^ 
discourse, and he spoke direct to people's hearls a „d t 
enjoyed great fame and perfect popularity. H e neve 
quitted hl s school except on Friday o/wheni went " 
cell. The bulk « of the people of Baghdad repented through 
him, and most of the Jews and Christians were by 4 
converted to Islam. No one could see him except at prayer- 

. ( u i L\ t 7bo 1 ll^ T S , al 'S:Lli bu KST 1 *■£»* ^ w M2 - »• ™ ! ' 

p. 82), 'Ali Ibn Ghana'L S-n I - bn Al ?mad al-Sarsari (lived till 631, 

of the' Vizier Ibn HuoairSi 'Ablal ah t '^'/bu al-Khidrl, Muhammad son 
Ibn al-Sahib. The Shaikh offered £ ^^^ and 'AH Ibn Muhammad 

the others desired spiri tual s if£ but ^.f^.^fm anything they wished for ; all 
'Abdullah Ibn HibataUah wanted to h ^J5T 8 ,"S n W , anted to be deputy vizier 
•All Ibn Muhammad to be chamberiaL ff h +1 al_dfir - ^' m ° f the P 8 ^' f 
second case we are told 1V ArT - \ T1 A11 * hese wishes were granted. In the 
statesmen, with a fourth An^In al d"n 'ATiF'SS ^■Ha-himi* that the three 
A.K. that they "died " f T w^I 1, Ah S u Th *bit, were so roundly rated by 
a life of Zafar son of Ibn Hubairab wS^^ hcantthrted. Kutbi (i, 198) has 
text; butthedeath-date elfB^s too ?,f 8 p OUld ^ the pei " SOn mentioned in the 
since Kutbi states that ZafK Z 2 • ■ ' P erha P s we should read 562. And 
released after his death and tht!. II » n Pnsoned in his father's lifetime, was 

Ahmad asked hi.1S^Sa^C^^ f S tr $ , ? fe** ^^^ 7-~ S 
Abu'1-Fath. ave - ln th e Kalu'id (n. 50) Ahmad is called 



the'lSh^r^)^^^?^ Cffi, 711) as a teacher of al-Alth, 1 
Lubb al-Lub'lb. ^ h 1S 8Iven as Marfaghani. Neither is explained 



In 

in 




' 



BIOGRAPHY OF 'ABI. AX-KADIS op JILAN> 



309 



a 



time. He would speak the truth boldly from the pulpit 
;m ,l reproach those who were put in authority over the. 
people. When al-Muktafi 1 appointed as judge the wicked 
Ibn al-Murakkhim, 2 he said from the pulpit, 3 " You have 
appointed over the Moslems the wickedest of the wicked : 
how will you answer presently before the Lord of the 
Worlds?' He performed striking miracles, of which i 
number were related by many shaikhs whom I myself met. 

I was told by my maternal uncle Khass Bey, 4 etc. 

And I was told by Muzaffar al-Harjbl, 5 a pious man, as 
follows : " I used," he said, " to sleep in the school of 'Abd 
al-Kadir for the sake of his .sermon. One night I went and 
climbed on the roof of the school, when the heat was very 
great, and I longed for fresh dates, till I said, ' O Lord God, 
if I could only have five dates ! ' Now the Shaikh had 
a trap- door in the roof, which he opened, and he came out 
with five dates in his hand. And he called out, not that he 
knew me, 'Muzaffar, find what you sought!'" He adds 
that there were many more stories of the sort. 

He states also that Ibn Yunus, 6 vizier of the Galiph ISTasir, 
assailed 'Abd al-Kadir' s family, dispersed them, and injured 

1 530-556. According to one of A.K.'s servants (Muhammad Ibn al-Khidr 
al-Husain al-Mausill, Bahjah, p. 86) he used to receive visits from caliphs and 
viziers, and when he wrote to the Caliph his letter was as follows: "'Abd 
al-Kadir writes, bidding thee do this or that ; he has a right to command thee, 
and thou art bound to obey him ; he is thy pattern, and evidence against thee." 
The Caliph, Avhen he received such a missive, would obey at once. Al-Mustanjid 
(555-566) was also severely rebuked by A.K. (pp. 61, 77). 

2 One of the first acts of Mustaniid (555) was to cashier this Kadi, whose 




3 Similar boldness was displayed by Ibn 'Abd al-Salam (note 3, p. 297), 
according to Kutbi, i, 288. He was in consequence deprived of the office of 
Khatib. 

* Ibn Balankri, vizier of the Sultan Mas'ud the SeljukI, who, on his death in 
54, set his son Malikshah on the throne (Ibn al-Athlr, anno 547). Presently 
he deposed Malikshah and made his brother Muhammad successor, with the 
object of deposing him also ; he was, however, forestalled by Muhammad and 
killed. The story that follows is not fit for translation. We learn from it that 
his name was Zubair. 

This person figures as A.K.'s servant in the Kala'id (p. 10). Ibid. (p. 97), 
there is added L,^J\ J*] ^ . 
3 It is not clear who is meant. 
•t.k.a.s. 1907. 21 
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them in every possible way. He banished them 

God in requital dispersed the power of I DU y-° ^ s 't. 

dispatched him, so that he died a most horrible de th^ "" l 

I have to add that the Shaikh was matchless f," 
and a leader both in knowledge and conduct W^^ 
Nur al-din al-Shattanaufi the Mukri composed a^ h 
work in three volumes on his life and work, wh ^^ 
has produced milk with the cud l equally, and has^ ^ 
with truth statements that are groundless ' and false h^ 
told on the authority of persons of no worth g I 
assert that the Shaikh took thirteen steps in the air off ^ 
pulpit at a meeting ; 2 and that once when the Shaikh 
discoursing and no-one was moved, he said " You ar *** 
moved and feel no pleasure. Ye lamps/ manifest '* 
delight ! whereupon the lamps moved about and the dishe 
danced. In general, however, his miracles are recorded bv 
a sound chain, and he left no-one after him like himself 
The Shaikh died on 10 Rabl< ii, 561, being 90 years old. 
His funeral was attended by a countless multitude. A savin. 
reported by al-Jubba'I as uttered by the Shaikh <Abd 
i-^adir is, "Mankind screen you from your soul, and your 
soul screens you from God." 3 

1 See Lane, col. 400a. 

2 Bahjah, p. 74. 

1 See al-Fath al-Rabbanl, forty-third discourse. 




